
 
 

TESTIMONY PRESENTED TO THE COMMERCE COMMITEE 
 

March 1, 2022 
 

David Lehman, Commissioner and Governor’s Senior Economic Advisor 

Department of Economic and Community Development 

Katie Dykes, Commissioner 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

 

Senate Bill No. 218 An Act Concerning Brownfield Remediation 
 

 

Good morning Senator Hartley, Representative Currey, Senator Martin, Representative Buckbee, 

and members of the Commerce Committee. My name is David Lehman, and I am commissioner 

of the Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), and with me today is 

Katie Dykes, commissioner of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP). 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on Senate Bill No. 218 An Act Concerning 

Brownfield Remediation. 

 

DECD and DEEP support SB 218, which includes technical improvements to the Abandoned 

Brownfield Cleanup Program (ABC) and the Brownfield Remediation and Revitalization 

Program (BRRP). This bill would improve the potential of developers taking on and 

redeveloping brownfield sites by not making them liable for having to clean up any 

contamination beyond the site. Additionally, this bill would: 

 

• Establish a time limit for applicants to enter the Voluntary Remediation Program. 

• Address short term lease holders (defined as a lease holder for less than 5 years) and 

include them as eligible parties for the ABC/BRRP programs.   

• Set a timeline for DEEP’s verification of the properties. These changes were modeled 

after the VRP/Transfer Act language and establishes a time limit on the audit period, as 

no limit currently exists. 

DECD and DEEP also support one additional change: 

 

• Adding a requirement to acquire sites within 2 years of acceptance into ABC/BRRP. 

Thank you for your consideration, and we are happy to answer any questions you may have. 


